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ORGANTIZATICY OF WORK

Mr, VAZQUEZ CARRIZOSA (Colombia), iinister for Foreign Affairs of Colowbia,

annotnced that his country had been elected to the vice-chairmenship of the Committee

and that Mr. Diego Uribe Vargas, a senator and professor of law and Mr. Alvaro
Escallon Villa, a senator and economist, had been appointed to assume that office in
turn. The appointment of two such eminent persons was indicative of the great importance

which Ceclowbia attached to the work of the Committee.

The CHATIRMAN thanked the members of the Committee for having elected him to the
Chairmanship and said that he and the other officers would carry out their functions to
the best of their ability.

In a way the Third Committee constituted g continuation of Sub-Commiittee III of the
Committee on the Peaceful Uses of the Sea-Bed and the Ocean Floor Beyond the Limits of
National Jurisdiction; that Sub-Committee had been established in 1971 and its terms of
reference were to be found in the work programme based on the list of items and subjects

approved by the General Assembly in 1973.

The Sub-Committee's work programme had consisted of the following: (A) Preservation
of the marine enviromment (including the sea~bed); (B) Flimination and prevention of
pollution of the marine enviromment (including the sea~bed); (C) Scientific research
concerning the marine environment (including the sea-bed); (D) Development and transfer
of technology; (E) Other matters. The Sub-Committee had concluded its general discussion
on the items falling within its terms of reference during the summer session at Geneva
in 1973. In July 1972 the Sub~Committee had established a working group on marine
pollution, of which Mr. Vallarts of Mexico had been Chairman. That group had held
several meetings in 1972 and 1973 and had submitted to the Sub-Committee a report which
appeared in volume I of the report of the Sea~Bed Commitfee on its work in 1973. The
working group had teen able to brepare a number of draft articles on various questions,
Several of those artlcles had been adopted without any reservations, while in the case of
others a number of variants had been submitted (A/9021, vol. I, pp. 84-102). 1In
Harch 1973 the Sub~Committee had established a Working Group on scientific research
with Mr. Olszowka of Poiand as its Chairman. Having less time at its disposal, that
Working Group had not been able to go as far in its work as had the Working Group on
marine pollution, but it had submitted some draft articles, which also appesred in
volume I of the report in question (pp. 102-105). He sincerely hoped that the Conference
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(The Chairman)

weuld be able to benefit from the accomplishments of the two working groups. On behalf
of the Commlttee, he expressed his 51ncere thanks to Mr. van der Issen of Belplum,
Chalrman of Sub- Commlttee III of the Sea-Bed COMMlthe, for the way in which he had
gulded the uumeormuttee S Work9 he also w1shed to thank Mr. Vallarte and Mr. Olszowka
for their contributions to the achlevements of the Working Groups.

Turnlnv to the questlon of the organization of the Committee's work, he informed
the members of certaln ‘conclusions reached L0110W1ng the consultatlons held during the
week with the reglonal groups. It should be noted that those conclusions were merely
suggestlons submltted by way of 1nforma,tlon9 for the consultatlons were contlnulng and
+he Committee did not have to take any 1mmed1ate dec131on on the matter.

' The Third Committee's aﬂenda for the current se531on and for any future se351ons _
would be that whlch apneared in document A/COIF. 69/29, items 12 to 14, and related .
matters. Nlth regerd to the etructure of the Commlttee he said that he had held ' '
lengthy consultations with the membef of the replonal ﬁroups and he would llke to put
before the Committee the dlfferent trends which seemed to have emerged.

A majority of the participants seemed to be in favour of establishing two working
gioups, one on marine pollution, which would be Vorking Group 1, and the other on
seiéntific reséarch, which would be Working Group 2. As to the third item which the
Committee was te deal with, namely, the development snd transfer of technology, he
suggested'thattit should be studied by Working Group 2, in view of the close relationship
between the two subjects. Homevev, if the Committee should subsequently feel that a
separate working group needed to be established for that purpose, that possibility was by
no means excluded. Those groups would work wunofficially and would be open to all members
of the Committee. Also, -no meetings, whether of the plenary Cormittee, Working Grdup it
of Working Group -2, would be held simultaneously. FHe suggested that arrsngements so as
to enable delegations having only & small rnumber of representatives to attend all
meetings. Fach of the Working Groups would have a Chairmen and, if necessary, a
Repporteur. The Working Groups would meet:every day and their Chairmen would report
once a week to the Committee to enable the latter to follow the development of the work
officially. During the consultations the nameés of My. Vallarts of Mexico and Mr. Hela
o% Finland had been put forward for the chairmenships of Working Groups 1-and 2
respectlvely and those of Mr. Mbote .of Kenym and Mr. Olszowka of Poland to exercise
the functions of Rapporteur. '
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{The Chairman)

-Anbthér solution would be not to set up working grouﬁs bu£ to have the plenary
Committee meet, either officially, with sumﬁary records, or unofficially as a working
group of the whole, as in the case of the‘Second Committee. That procedure would make
it possible tb a%oid fragmenting the deliberations on the subject. ’

With repard to methods of work, he observed that as some delegations had not yet
had the oﬁpértunity to express their views they would doubtless wish to do so in the
QOufse of“a general statement, but he thought that the number of speakérs and the lengti
Qf théif'étatements should be limited. It would be advisable to adopt the most flexible
QPPTOéch poésible and combine official and unofficial meetings of the Committee, of
working groups and of any small ad hce groups of sponsors of proposals which might share
éimil&r viewpoints or might be seeking to reconcile divergent points of view. Informal
consultations should also be held if necessary. The officers and the plenary Committee
%ould be responsibtle for co-ordinating and harmonizing the work of the differeht groups.
As to documentation, he referred the merbers of the Committee to volume I of the report
df the Bea-Bed Coemmittee (A/9021) and drew attention to all the available documents and
#he prbposals submitted by delegations apd specialized agencies.
| Lastly, he invited the members of the Committee to express their opinions and said
that it was not imperative to take & decision immediately; however, it should be noted
that coﬁéidératiqn of questions of substance relevant to the mandate of the Third

Committee was to begin the following week.

: Mr. GALINDO PCHI, (Fl Salvador), s,eaking on behalf of the group of Latin .
American States, congrdtﬁlated the Chairuwen on his election. The Latin American
éountries had considered the various suggestione which thegChairman had Just mentioned
and had reaffirmed their desire to facilitate the work of the Committee with regard both
to procedure and to mattsrs ol substance. |

As to the structure of the Committee's work, they felt that the Third Committee,
like the Second Committee, should hold either official or unofficial meetings, but that
in either case the Chairmen of the Committes should preside over the deliberations. He
would not enumerate at that stage all the considerations justifying that arrangement,
for consultations should be continued. . -
' Moreover, the Latin Americen countries were keenly interested in the transfer of
technology, regardless»of the structurs to be decided upon. The question was of
paramount importance for the developing countries and it should be in the forefront of
the work not only of the Conference but also of all United Mations bodies.
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(Mr. Galindo Pohl, El Salvador)

'The group of Latin American States undertook to co-operate fully with the officers

of the Committee and was coufident that a consensus could be reached.

yg:mglggg_(Senegal), speaking on behalf of the group of African States,b
congratulated the Chairman on his electioh and welcomed Mr. Vazguez Carrizosa, Minister
for Foreign Affairs of Colombia, whose presence was an indication of the greét importance
which that country attached to questions relating to pollution of the seds. He added
that the Africen group was particularly satisfied with the excellent relations of
friendship and éo-operation existing between Africa and Colombia.
At the meeting which it had just held the group of Africen States had advocated
the solution'adoptéd by the First and Second Cbmmittees,vpartly'because the delegations
of the African countries were in many cases ﬁery small and would have difficulty in
attending several meetings at the same time, and partly because the process of
establishing new working groups always raised problems of geographical distribution with
respecﬁ to the election of chairmen and rapporteurs. Thus the most practical solution
would be to have a single working group. That would, of course, entail a considerable
amount of work for the Chairman, but he could ask the three Vice~Chairmen to assist him.
The informal consultations - which were necessary - should not lead to the setting up
of ad hoc groups. | '
- Morecver, the group of African States would like all meetings cf the Committee,

whether official or unofficial, to he announced in the Journsl.

Mgi_ﬁégﬁgﬁ (Finland), speaking on bchalf of the group of Western European
and other States, congratulated the Chairman on his election and éssured him of the
readiness of all uembers of the group to co~operate with him. Concerniﬁg the'varidﬁé
proposals which had been mentioned, some members of the group had referretho.the néed
to establish two working groups, open to all members of the Committee, to deal; one
with pdllution5 the other with scientific research, for two éntirely different quesﬁions
were involved. BSuch appeared to be the attitude of a majority'of the members of the_

group of Western Furopean and other States, but consultations should continue.

Mr. PINTO (Sri Lanka), speaking on behalf of the group of Asian States,
congratulated the -Chairman and other officers on their election. The Asian group -
assured the officers of the Committee of its support. Heving been informed of the
proposals made concerning the structure of the Committee, he, in his capacity as

Chairman of the Asian group, hed consulted the various delegations which were members
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(Mr. Pinto, Sri Lanka) . -

of the group. With a few exceptions they did not appear to wish to modify in any way
the method of work used in Sub-Committee IIT of the Sea~Bed Committee. However, when
. the group of Asian States had met, a majority had favqured a structure similar to that
of the Second Committee, while pointing out thet no criticism éf the Working Groups of
the Sub~Committee or of their officers was involved. The main reason for that development
was thaf mogt delegations ﬁere very small and not proﬁerly equibped to deal with several
technical,qugstions at the same time. However, it should be said that such was the
opinion expressed at that stage and_it involved no commitment for the future; the Asian
countries did not wish to exéludé the possibiiity of establishing working groups at a -
later date. Cn the other hand, if thé ﬂajority of newbers of the Committee did not share
their view, they would like to have the opﬁortuﬁity of expressing their ideas again on
the question. o N

As the Chairman had bointed out in hig intfoductory statement, at that stage only
suggestions were involved, and theré wWas no need‘for any immediate decision; it would be

. better to hold further consultations first.

Mr, BEBSLEY (Canada) congratulated the Chairman on his election and said he
favoured the structure which had been established in Sub-Committee III. After hearing
the points of view which had been expressed, he felt that considérable further
consultation would be necessary. Certainly the danger of having too many meetings which
the smaller delegations would find it difficult to attend should he avoided. However,
the views which had been advanced almost amounted to arguments against the very existence
of the Third Committee. The Committee.ﬁould inevitably have to deal with a number of
technical questions, while the Second Cémﬁittee would be concerned more with political -
matters. For that reason it was not necesserily advisable to adopt the same structure
in both cases. _

- He thought it desirable as a first‘étep to establish a working group on pollution,
similar to that of Sub«Committee‘III, the Chairman of which would be “he representative
of a Latin American_counfry. A second working group, to deal with scientific research,
would be presided over by the Chairman of the Committee, or one of its Vice-Chairmen.
Naturally the two working groups should not meet at the same time. Such an arrangement
would show whether it was necessary to appoint a chairman for the second working group,
or whether a third group would have to be esztablished to study questioﬁs of the transfer
of technology. The various points to be examined varied considerably, but all were
technical. They would be no less technicael if no working groups were established. The

only solution in that case would be to sbolish the Committee. /
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Mr, MOORZ (United Stutes of America) congratulated the Chairman on his election
and said he thought that informal discussions would be necessary in order to reconcile
the different views which had been expressed. However, two essential points should be
borne in mind: firstly, that the object of the Conference was not to conduct a lengthy
exchange of views, but to conclude a Convention and to that end to draw up draft
articles. His delegation was ready to discuss a possible Caracas Convention; it would
have to decide on the most appropriate structure to help the Third Committee to formulate
articles on pollution, scientific research and the transfer of technology. In addition,
members of the Comnittee were fortunate enough to have had an effective structure in
Sub-Committee III; it was an institutional framework which should enable the Committee

to work rapidly.

Mr. MIRCEA (Romenia) speaking on behalf of the group of Fastern European
States, congratuleted the Chairmen on his election. He said he did not think it should
be difficult to adopt the proposals which had been made regarding working methods,
consultatiéns and documentation. Concerning the structure, the attitude of the group of
Eestern Huropean States was very flexible. In principle it would favour the first

suggestion, namely to create working groups open to all members of the Committee.

The CHAIRMAN thanked the delegations which had assured him of their support.

Consultations would continue on the basis of the views expressed and of the first

suggestions which had been made.

Mr, CISSE (Senegal) noted that at the meeting of the Group of 77 the countries

of Latin Americs, Africa and Asia would seek to co-ordinate their views.

The meeting rose at 1.30 p.m.
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